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As you read the next sentence, please try to contain your excitement.  This coming Sunday, July 11 th, 
I will not be preaching; instead, our Choir will be leading us in an All Music Sunday of worship.  
Mixed in with various congregational hymns, our Choir will present several gospel style songs.  This 

promises to be a great time of worship and gives each of us an easy opportunity to invite someone to attend with 
us. 
 As you know, I attended the 190th General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church last week.  On a 
sad note, the proposed Plan of Union between the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America was not passed by the majority of presbyteries in each denomination.  Actually, 
the overwhelming majority of presbyteries in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church voted in favor of the plan, but 
less than a majority of the presbyteries in the Cumberland Presbyterian in America approved the plan.  Plans were 
made for the two denominations to continue to work together in various ministries.  Most of the remaining 
business of the week was routine and uneventful with one notable exception and that was the affirmation of our 
Confession of Faith’s understanding of gender identity and human sexually: “Among all forms of life, only human 
beings are created in God’s own image.  In the sight of God, male and female are created equal and 
complementary.  To reflect the divine image is to worship, love, and serve God.” [Confession of Faith, 1.11]  The 
General Assembly further reminded us that we are to treat all people, regardless of gender, race, or sexual 
orientation, with dignity and compassion. 
 Two weeks ago, on Sunday, June 27th, at the beginning of our Worship Service, on behalf of our Christian 
Education Committee, I was honored to present Ann Bachman with the annual Miss Frances Wilkerson Christian 
Education Service Award.  Through the fifteen months that our Sunday School classes did not meet, Ann 
faithfully prepared a lesson each week, complete with a craft and a snack, for the kids in her class to either be 
picked up after our Worship Service of mailed to her students during the eleven weeks we did not gather to 
worship.  She remained faithful even during Mike’s illness and death.  This type of commitment is just one of the 
reasons Ann will be greatly missed when she moves to Florida later this Summer to be near her family. 
                Learning the unforced rhythms of grace, 

                Pastor Mike 

 

Special Guests 
It was great having Mindy Landry, daughter of Jewell Kerr; Rev. Jim and Geneva Searcy; and Pamella Smiddy, 
daughter of Sallie Cox; all worshiping with us last Sunday. 
 

Missions and Outreach Committee 
Our Missions and Outreach Committee will meet this coming Sunday, July 11th, immediately following our 
Worship Service; the meeting will be in the Keene Room.  
 

Women of Joy Conference 
Emily DeLozier and Joanna Wilkinson invite all the women of the church and your female friends to the Women 
of Joy Conference, October  8th-10th, in Pigeon Forge.  Cost for the conference is $109.00 per person, or $99.00 
each for groups of 10 or more IF reserved before July 14th.  After July 14th, the price will increase to $119.00 per 
person or $109.00 each for groups of 10 or more.  Cost of lodging will vary depending on preference of two or four 
roommates.  If interested or for more information contact Emily (865-256-5403) or Joanna (205-533-2002). 
 

School Supplies Collection 
We are collecting school supplies for the Coalition of Appalachian Ministries (CAM) throughout the month of 
August.  There will be a box in the Narthex to put the supplies in.  Thanks for your support in helping the children 
get ready for school.  CAM distributes these supplies in several southeastern/Appalachian states. 

Mask Policy 
In keeping with the current CDC recommendations, if you are an adult and have been fully vaccinated—had the 
necessary shot(s) more than two weeks ago—you are free to not wear a mask while at the church.  Children are 
also free not to wear a mask.  If you are more comfortable wearing a mask while at church, you are free to do so. 
 

Church Website 
Our website (www.first-cumberland.org) includes a secure “Donate” tab.  Donations can now be designated to one 
of four options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; 3) Youth; or 4) Memorial.  There is a small 
transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of covering that fee when 
making a gift to the church. 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org
http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

Pam Bogle (friend of Amanda Roberts); Becky Bonds 
(friend of Dianne Fielder); Dick Booher; Eleanor 
Bradshaw (sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Joan 
Broughton (aunt of Kim Halbert); Cooper Browning 
(cousin of Hannah Haddox and Amanda Roberts); Corey 
Burnette (friend of Amanda Roberts); Fred and Joan 
Cline; Sallie Cox; Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries; 
Jimmie Lynn DeLozier, mother of Tom DeLozier; Rue 
Dougherty; Ely Driver (friend of Dianne Fielder); Mason 
Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Charles Farley 
(friend of Rose Wilkinson); Dianne Fielder; Grace Flory 
(mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); Judy Gammon; John 
Givens (father of Crissy Collins); Helen Hayes (cousin of 
Jin Gaston); Rodney Holloman (pastor-friend of Pastor 
Mike); Whitley Johnson (friend of Amanda Roberts); 
Kimberly Jones (friend of Amanda Roberts); Joe and Van 
Kemp (relatives of Dianne Fielder); Andrea Knight (friend 
of Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker Susan 
Edwards); Bob Lawson (pastor-friend of Pastor Mike); 
Barbara and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; Ruth 
McNabb (mother of Tammy Eblen); Vickie Miller (friend 
of Emily DeLozier); Alice Montgomery; Amy Beth 
Davidson Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia 
Emory); persecuted Christians around the world; Sara Paul 
(friend of Rose Wilkinson); Anna Faye Presley (friend of 
Rose Wilkinson); Christopher Reed (great-nephew of Jin 
Gaston); Maggie Rickards (daughter of Jeannine 
Rickards); Lori Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Michael 
Schwartz (friend of Susan Edwards); Carol Seeman; 
Donna Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John 
Snoderly, Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney 
Snoderly (great-niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions 
(sister-in-law of Jewel Stallions); Millard and Janet 
Summers (parents of Steve Summers); Margie Thompson 
(sister-in-law of Shelia Emory); the racial strife in our 
nation and the need for justice; those affected by 
coronavirus; Unspoken Requests; Tom Walker; Carl Ware 
(father of Sam Ware); Lee Wells (mother of a co-worker 
of Susan Edwards); Andrea Wilson (daughter of Harry 
Sherrod); Tom Witmer 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

“For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 

listen to my cry of supplication. 

In the day of my trouble I call on you, 
for you will answer me.” 

Psalm 85:5-, NRSV] 

 

Happy Birthday 

June 27th — July 13th 

27th – Ryan Haddox 
30th – Zavien Booker 

2nd – Laci Witmer 
3rd – Logan Collins 

10th – Elijah Gwilliams 
 

Our Faithfulness for June 27th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 6th — 12th 

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. Lois Witmer Circle 
Wednesday:   6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Thursday:   6:30 p.m. Friendship Club, P.M. Edition 
Sunday:    9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
   10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
   10:45 a.m. Worship Service 
   12:05 p.m. Missions/Outreach Committee 

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
John Givens, father  of Cr issy Collins, is still undergo-
ing chemotherapy for multiple myeloma. ~ Steve McCur-
ry continues to struggle with the lasting effects of a 
stroke. ~ It was great having Nick and Sara McGill back 
worshiping with us last Sunday for the first time since the 
outbreak of the pandemic. ~ Alice Montgomery is still in 
NHC Fort Sanders for physical therapy; she should go 
back to the assisted living facility sometime this week. 
 

Friendship Club, P.M. Edition 
The Friendship Club, P.M. Edition will gather for a Dutch-
treat dinner this Thursday, July 8th, at the Olive Garden 
Italian Restaurant (7206 Kingston Pike), at 6:30 p.m.  
These social gatherings are for anyone who wishes to at-
tend; feel free to invite someone to join you.  
 

Friendship Club 
The Friendship Club will gather for a Dutch-treat lunch 
Wednesday, July 21st, at The  Chop House (9700 King-
ston Pike, in Franklin Square), at 11:00 a.m.  These social 
gatherings are for anyone who wishes to attend; feel free to 
invite someone to join you. A signup sheet is on the bulle-
tin board near the Church Office. 

Sunday School………………….……………………………..…..………..…………..……31 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..…………..……68 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………..…….……$1,071.00 
Music Fund………..…………………………….………………..………..…..…$150.00 
Altar Flowers………..…………………………….………………..………...$100.00 
Kroger Community Rewards………...….….……$86.28 
 

Our Faithfulness for July 4th 

Sunday School………………….……………………………..…..………..…………..……40 

Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..…………..……79 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………..…….……$8,058.05 
Music Fund………..…………………………….………………..………..…..…$200.00 
Building Reimbursement…………………..………...$400.00 

 


