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From last Sunday’s sermon: “I recently read a fictitious letter addressed to: ‘Jesus, Son of 
Joseph, Carpenter Shop, Nazareth’.  This make-believe letter was from a management 
consulting firm.  According to this imaginary letter, Jesus had sent the company the resumes of  

all twelve of His apostles for evaluation.  The company had written Jesus to tell Him the conclusions its 
experts had reached.  Here are their fabricated deductions: ‘In the opinion of our staff, most of your 
candidates are lacking in background, education, and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you are 
undertaking.  Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper.  Andrew has absolutely no 
qualities of leadership.  The two brothers, James and John, seem to place personal interest above team loyalty.  
Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale.  In addition, we feel that it 
is our duty to tell you that Matthew has been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau and 
that James, the Son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings.  In the 
light of our findings, we recommend that you continue searching for other candidates with managerial 
experience and proven capability.  One of the candidates, however, shows great potential.  He is a man of 
ability and resourcefulness; he meets people well; he has a keen business mind and has contacts in high 
places; he is greatly motivated, ambitious, and responsible.  We recommend Judas Iscariot as your Chief 
Financial Officer and Administrative Assistant.’”  This fictitious letter reminds me of an old saying: “You 
cannot judge a book by its cover.”  May we keep this bit of advice in mind as we encounter new people in our 
daily lives. 
                Learning the unforced rhythms of grace,  

               Pastor Mike 
 

Special Guests 
It was great having Ellen, Don, Harrison, Landra, and Makala Brock, daughter  and family of Sallie Cox;  
and Aldris Kerr, daughter -in-law of Jewel Kerr, all worshiping with us last Sunday. 
 

Nursery Update 
Our Session is working on a plan to safely reopen our Nursery during our Worship Services.  While the plan 
is not yet finalized, our Nursery will be limited to our youngest children only (kindergarten-age or below). 

 

Cumberland Presbyterian Women’s Ministry 
Due to COVID-19, our ladies’ ministry is making adjustments their annual bake/craft sale they normally have 
the Sunday before Thanksgiving. This year, it will be a Craft Sale only.  Instead of being held in our Library, 
the craft items will be on display on tables in the Narthex.  Dianne Pipkin will be making facemasks, 
Christmas and others, to be sold.  They hope to have many other craft items to sell, so ladies and gentlemen 
start planning what you can do to contribute to this Craft Sale.  One more change; instead of being held the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving; the sale will take place three weeks earlier than usual on Sunday, November 1st. 
 

Entrance Protocol 
For the foreseeable future, the only door that will be propped open at the church for everyone’s entrance on 
Sunday mornings will be a single door under the portico.  You may leave the building through any door 
you choose.  Remember, an ample supply of hand sanitizer is available at all entrances to our Sanctuary.  
Facemasks are also available in the back hallway if you forget to bring one. 
 

Church Website 
One of the new things on our updated website (www.first-cumberland.org) that may be useful to us during the 
ongoing pandemic is a secure “Donate” tab.  Once you hit the word “Donate”, a green button marked “Give” 
will appear; it is not necessary to log in or sign up to make a one-time gift; however, if you wish to use this 
donation method often, you may wish to sign in and create an account for future use.  At this time, you can 
designate your donation to one of three options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; or 3) 
Youth.  There is a small transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of 
covering that fee when making a gift to the church. 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org
http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

MariKate Abuhelweh and unborn baby girl (daughter and 
granddaughter of Tom and Donna Walker); Mildred 
Acuff; Ashley Atkins and unborn baby boy (daughter-in-
law and grandson of Susan Edwards); Mike Bachman; 
Pam Bogle (friend of Amanda Roberts); Dick Booher; 
Eleanor Bradshaw (sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); 
Richard Bridges and Family (cousin of Phil Bridges); 
Shelley Bridges and her sister Brenda (friends of Elaine 
Winter); Cooper Browning (cousin of Hannah Haddox and 
Amanda Roberts); Corey Burnette (friend of Amanda 
Roberts); Fred and Joan Cline; Cumberland Presbyterian 
missionaries; Maxine Curtis; Rue Dougherty; Mason 
Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Charles and 
Peggy Farley (friends of Rose Wilkinson); Grace Flory 
(mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); Judy Gammon; Ed 
Gaston (son of Jin Gaston); Jin Gaston; John Givens 
(father of Crissy Collins); Hannah Haddox and unborn 
baby girl; Carson Hammill (grandson of Betty Hammill); 
Kristi Hawn and unborn baby girl; Helen Hayes (cousin of 
Jin Gaston); Rodney Holloman (friend of Pastor Mike); 
Jane Hubbard (friend of Pastor Mike); mother of Peyton 
Hubbard (friend of Amanda Roberts); Van Kemp (relative 
of Dianne Fielder); Betty Kennedy (friend of Rose 
Wilkinson); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker Susan Edwards); 
Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Holly Lochbaum 
(friend of Emily DeLozier); Jeanette and Morgan Lounds 
(daughter and granddaughter of Harry Sherrod); Barbara 
and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; Ruth McNabb 
(mother of Tammy Eblen); Vickie Miller (friend of Emily 
DeLozier); Shelly Minton (wife of a coworker of Amanda 
Roberts); Alice Montgomery; Mary Montgomery (cousin 
of Alice Montgomery); Amy Beth Davidson Morgan; 
Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia Emory); Pam and Bob 
Ogden (friends of Fred and Joan Cline); Sarah Paul (friend 
of Rose Wilkinson); persecuted Christians around the 
world; Plan of Union between the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America; Jim Place (friend of Jewel Stallions); 
Pete Preston (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Homer and Betty 
Prince (friends of Rose Wilkinson); Christopher Reed 
(great-nephew of Jin Gaston); Bryce Rhodenbaugh 
(grandson of a friend of Diane Fielder); Lori Roark (sister 
of Kim McCurry); Michael Schwartz (friend of Susan 
Edwards); Carol Seeman; Terrie Smith (friend of Debbie 
Neal); Donna Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); 
John Snoderly, Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney 
Snoderly (great-niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions 
(sister-in-law of Jewel Stallions); Millard and Janet 
Summers (parents of Steve Summers); Margie Thompson 
(sister-in-law of Shelia Emory); those affected by 
coronavirus; the racial strife in our nation and the need for 
justice; Unspoken Requests; Carl Ware (father of Sam 
Ware); Lee Wells (mother of a coworker of Susan 
Edwards); Andrea Wilson (daughter of Harry Sherrod); 
Tom Witmer 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

Happy Birthday 
September 8th - 14th 

8th – Sidney O’Neal 
14th – Gene McCammon 

 

Our Faithfulness for September 6th 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Activities for September 8th - 14th 

Sunday:  10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

All other church activities for the week 

have been canceled until further notice.  

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
Mike Bachman continues to recover  from recent sur-
gery on both knees; he is doing well. ~ John Givens, father 
of Crissy Collins, is undergoing chemotherapy for multiple 
myeloma (cancer in the bone marrow). ~ Carson Ham-
mill, grandson of Betty Hammill, has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19. ~ Steve McCurry continues to recover 
from his stroke; he is struggling ~ Pastor Mike and Joanna 
Wilkinson are on vacation this week; they will return 
home this Friday night. 
 

Knox County COVOD-19 Update 
According to the Knox County Health Department, as of 
Sunday, September 6th, Knox County has had 7,406 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19, 284 of which have required 
hospitalization at some point during their illness.  
Throughout the county, 50 patients are currently hospital-
ized with COVID-19 and the total number of deaths has 
now increased to 62.  Of the 7,406 confirmed cases, 5,889 
of the patients have fully recovered.  There are currently 
1,720 active cases in Knox County, down from 2,211 last 
week.  As always, this information is given to help you 
best determine whether it is best for you to venture out to 
church or elsewhere or to stay at home. 
 

Thoughts to Ponder 
“It is not that God won’t give your more than you can han-
dle, but that God will help you handle all that you have 
been given.”—Adam Hamilton 
 

“The greatest enemy of your peace may be your expecta-
tion of perfection.”—Steven Furtick 

Sunday School……………………………………………………………………..…………….0 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..……………..…63 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………….…..……$5,890.00 
Online Giving……….……………….…………………………….……….....…$23.97 
Building Reimbursement……….…………....…$2,700.00 

 

Worship Service Videos 
Typically, by Wednesday evening of each week, a video 
of our previous Sunday’s Worship Service will be posted 
on our website (www.first-cumberland.org), on Facebook, 
and on YouTube. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org

