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It was awesome being back in the House of the Lord last Sunday gathered together to worship His holy 
name and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus.  I am thankful for everyone who attended and look forward 
to the time when everyone feels that it is save to return; in the meantime, all the changes we instituted 

for last Sunday will remain in effect. 
 The following is a portion of a post I made on Cumberland Chatter last week.  Cumberland Chatter is a Facebook 
discussion board for Cumberland Presbyterians.  I have since learned that this post will be printed in its entirety in a 
upcoming edition of The Cumberland Presbyterian magazine. 
 “. . . I am a sixty-year-old white man who was raised in rural East Tennessee by a lower-middle class working 
family.  I have spent most of my adult life either in small communities in the south or in the suburbs of midsize 
southern cities.  At one time, I served as the pastor of what I believe to be the most racially diverse congregation in the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church located in the United States.  One-third of its membership was African-American 
with several other nationalities represented as well.  The sessional leadership was reflective of its diversity.  During my 
pastorate there, a black teenager lived with my family for nearly two years; he is now one of two black young men 
who lovingly call me ‘Dad’.  With that said, I freely acknowledge that I have no way of knowing firsthand what it is 
like to be black in America.” 
 “While I have never considered myself to be overtly racist in that I never attacked or even mistreated anyone 
because of the color of his or her skin, in my younger years I often used inappropriate language and accepted many of 
the predominate stereotypes of nonwhites.  This may sound odd, but I was racist in general terms, but not towards 
individuals; this is why I believe building relationships is the key to defeating racism. . . . As I matured in my faith, I 
put destructive phrases and labels behind me to the point that I am no longer consciously racist, but that does not mean 
that some deep-seated thought patterns and even emotions are not still guiding my actions and even my writing in this 
post.” 
 “Early in my childhood, beginning with the passing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, America has attempted to 
remove racism from its laws.  While this attempt may not yet be complete, substantial progress has been made in the 
legal arena; unfortunately, that progress has not be mirrored in the social, economic, and institutional arenas.  Sadly, 
changing laws does not automatically change human hearts and attitudes.  The hope for more than fifty years has been 
that eventually legal changes would instill a change in attitudes and behavior, and to some extent it has, but not near 
enough progress has yet been made. . . . True change of attitudes and actions requires a change of the heart.  We can 
try to make these changes on our own or even attempt to enforce them legally, but only the love of God, the sacrifice 
of Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit can make the necessary changes permanent.” 
 “When I hear a public official talk about law and order, I have always thought that it is a reference to making and/
or keeping our communities safe from crime.  I am now coming to learn that when people of color hear that same 
phrase, many of them hear the call to protect the status quo, which is code for letting the injustice of white supremacy 
continue.  One phrase, two completely different understandings, and to my surprise, I am coming to believe that the 
second one may be more accurate than the first; . . . As in the days when slavery was the rule of the land, many within 
the church stand against any change in the status quo.  Instead of being a light shining in the darkness, they are a 
basket attempting to snuff out the lamp of change.  Personally, I am making a commitment to be a light instead of 
retreating to be a basket.  Honestly, I do not fully know what that means, but I know it means this much: I will not be 
silent in the face of injustice. . . .” 
 “What happened to George Floyd was not only an injustice, it was murder.  For many white Americans, . . . it was 
a single illegal action of one, maybe four, police officers.  For many black Americans, . . . it was just another of a 
longline of crimes against people of color.  For Americans of all races, it seems to be the proverbial “straw that broke 
the camel’s back”.  In my mind, this “broken straw” is not justification for rioting and looting, but it is clear 
provocation for legally protected protest and dissent.  Rioting and looting by some does not negate the call for justice 
by the many.  For me, the death of George Floyd cannot just be explained away as “a few bad cops” or even punished; 
instead, it has opened my eyes to the need to purge myself from my subconscious racism.  I do this by first confessing 
my sin to God and acknowledging my sin to others, especially to any I may have wronged.” 
 “Nearly thirty years ago, before I entered the ministry, I built a United States Post Office on the grounds of 
Alabama A&M University, a predominately black school in Normal, Alabama, just outside of Huntsville.  Once a 
week for the four months it took to build the Post Office, the Postmaster of the existing campus Post Office would drop 
by the building site to look around and occasionally take me to lunch in the school cafeteria.  I remember that first 
lunch very vividly: I walked into that room and instantly realized that I was the only white person in a room of six-
hundred people.  I had been around people of color my whole life and occasionally was in the minority, but typically 
the ratio was two-to-one or three-to-one at most.  Sitting there that day, it dawned to me that my experience was the 
norm for many black people.  That dawning, or rising of the light, has had a lasting impact on my life and ministry.  
Listening to and reading the comments regarding race of a few black Cumberland Presbyterian ministers over the last 
week or so has had the same dawning effect; . . .” 
                  Learning the unforced rhythms of grace, 

                 Pastor Mike 
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Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

MariKate Abuhelweh and unborn baby girl (daughter and 
granddaughter of Tom and Donna Walker); Mildred 
Acuff; Ashley Atkins and unborn baby boy (daughter-in-
law and grandson of Susan Edwards); Pam Bogle (friend 
of Amanda Roberts); Dick Booher; Eleanor Bradshaw 
(sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Richard Bridges (cousin 
of Phil Bridges); Shelley Bridges and her sister Brenda 
(friends of Elaine Winter); Cooper Browning (cousin of 
Hannah Haddox and Amanda Roberts); Fred and Joan 
Cline; Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries; Pat Cureton 
(cousin of Jin Gaston); Maxine Curtis; Rue Dougherty; 
Mason Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Grace 
Flory (mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); Judy Gammon; Jin 
Gaston; Laura Gaston (daughter-in-law of Jin Gaston); 
Hannah Haddox and unborn baby; Janice Haley (niece of 
Rose Wilkinson); Alexa Hodge (mother of Gabriella 
Hodge); Gabriella Hodge (god-daughter of Scott and 
Amanda Roberts); Rodney Holloman (friend of Pastor 
Mike); Jane Hubbard (friend of Pastor Mike); mother of 
Peyton Hubbard (friend of Amanda Roberts); Van Kemp 
(relative of Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker 
Susan Edwards); Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Sue 
Anne Lewis (friend of Jewel Stallions); Barbara and Gene 
McCammon; Steve McCurry; Ruth McNabb (mother of 
Tammy Eblen); Shelly Minton (wife of a coworker of 
Amanda Roberts); Alice Montgomery; Amy Beth 
Davidson Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia 
Emory); Pam and Bob Ogden (friends of Fred and Joan 
Cline); Sara Paul (friend of Rose Wilkinson); persecuted 
Christians around the world; Plan of Union between the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America; Homer and Betty Prince 
(friends of Rose Wilkinson); David Rech (father of Justin 
Rech); Christopher Reed (great-nephew of Jin Gaston); 
Bryce Rhodenbaugh (grandson of a fr iend of Diane 
Fielder); Lori Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Paula 
Rogers (fr iend of Rose Wilkinson); Michael Schwar tz 
(friend of Susan Edwards); Carol Seeman; John Smith 
(coworker of Scott Roberts); John and Donna Snoderly 
(brother and sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John 
Snoderly, Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney 
Snoderly (great-niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions 
(sister-in-law of Jewel Stallions); Margie Thompson 
(sister-in-law of Shelia Emory); those affected by 
coronavirus; the racial strife in our nation and the need 
for justice; Unspoken Requests; Car l Ware (father  of 
Sam Ware); Lee Wells (mother of a coworker of Susan 
Edwards); Andrea Wilson (daughter of Harry Sherrod); 
Tom Witmer; Everette Wolfenbarger (friend of Rose 
Wilkinson) 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

Happy Birthday 
June 9th - 15th 

10th – Phil Bridges 
10th – Greg Curtis 

12th – Harry Sherrod 
 

Our Faithfulness for June 7th 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Activities for June 8th - 15th 

Sunday:  10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

All other church activities for the week 

have been canceled.  

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
Laura Gaston, daughter -in-law of Jin Gaston, is still 
awaiting the results of a recent CT scan. ~ Judy Gammon 
is in the hospital. ~ Janice Haley, niece of Rose Wilkinson, 
will have a second surgery this week. ~  Steve McCurry 
continues to recover from his recent stroke, but is still hav-
ing considerable trouble with his vision; he is now under-
going vision therapy. ~ Tom Witmer had a heart catheteri-
zation last week; he has a follow-up appointment with his 
cardiologist this week.  
 

Collection of School Supplies 
We will be collecting school supplies again this Summer 
for the children of Appalachia to be distributed through the 
Coalition of Appalachian Ministry (CAM).  The school 
supplies will be needed whether they are in school or at 
home.  A box will be in the Narthex for these supplies.  
Thank you so much for your participation in this important 
ministry. 
 

Knox County COVOD-19 Update 
According to WATE 6, as of Sunday, June 7th, Knox 
County has had 477 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 45 of 
which have require hospitalization at some point during 
their illness.  Throughout the county, two patients are cur-
rently hospitalized with COVID-19 and the number of 
deaths remains at five.  Of the 477 confirmed cases, 377 of 
the patients have fully recovered (72 hours symptom-free).  
This means that there are currently 95 active cases in Knox 
County, up from 64 last week. 
 

A Thought to Ponder 
People were created to be loved.  Things were created to 
be used.  One of the reasons why the world is in chaos 
right now is because things are being loved and people are 
being used. 

Sunday School……………………………………………………………………..…………….0 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..……………..…57 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………….…..……$7,955.40 
Music Fund………..……………….……….………………..………….…..……$150.00 
Building Reimbursement………...………….…..……$500.00 
Building Maintenance………..……………...…..……$1,000.00 
Video Equipment………..……………………..…………....…..……$865.00 

 


