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I want to once again express to you how thankful I am for your continued generosity.  Our Financial 
Report for May is now complete and the good news is that our monthly income once again exceeded 
our monthly expenses.  This is always a good thing, but when it occurs in a month in which we did 

not hold a single Worship Service or church-sponsored activity, it moves from being a good thing to an amazing 
thing and you are to be commended.  During our eleven-week absence, our expenses, especially our utilities’ bill, 
were greatly reduced and our giving remained constant, even slightly ahead of what was anticipated pre-
pandemic.  To quote from the “Doxology” we sing every Sunday morning after we have honored God though our 
giving: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 
 Last Thursday evening, Joanna and I started the process of being approved and trained as respite foster 
parents.  This area of ministry will allow us to offer short-term care to foster children under the supervision of 
DCS (Department of Children’s Services).  As respite foster parents, we are not seeking to adopt, but rather, we 
desire to help fulltime foster parents who need a short break.  This need could be the result of an emergency such 
as illness or death in the family, or maybe even a short getaway.  We would also be available for short-term care 
while a new child enters the foster care system and is awaiting permanent or long-term placement and possible 
adoption.  Please keep us in your prayers as we go through this process, and a huge shout out to Scott and 
Amanda Roberts for quietly inspiring us to get involved in the ministry.  Also, if you have any interest or 
questions about becoming a foster parent, we have our own in house expert in Kim Halbert. 
 This coming Sunday, June 21th, is Father’s Day, so I want to wish all our father’s a wonderful celebration and 
offer these thoughts on the Fatherhood of God.   “As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has 
compassion for those who fear him.” [Psalm 103:13, NRSV]  “It is a sad fact but it is true,” writes John Nagle, 
“when people today hear of God being referred to as ‘father’ it often creates more mental barriers than open 
hearts.  Unfortunately for more and more in our culture, the term ‘Father’ causes individuals to think of someone 
who was absent, abusive, addicted, or all of the above.”  More than a few times I have had people tell me how 
thinking of God in terms of being a father to them, in spite of the fact that He is God, is difficult if not outwardly 
painful because of the distrust and anger they have towards a dad who was not there, who did not care, who 
abused them, ignored them, and let them down.  How sad that in a culture of brokenness the picture of a loving 
Father who is there for His children has become so maligned, so abused, and out of focus, but there is one 
powerful truth that we need to confront: God is not a human being, weakened by the failures and scarred by the 
passions of the flesh.  [Numbers 23:19]  What does it mean then when we address God as Father?  Among many 
things, focus on these three truths. 1) Calling God “Father” means we have a personal relationship with 
Him.  Jesus taught us to pray saying, “Our Father . . .” [Matthew 6:9]  The relationship of a father  to a child 
can come through natural generation or adoption.  From the days of Roman law to the present, courts recognize 
both as having equal force, but adoption brings with it beautiful pictures.  It means that we were chosen.  
Adopting parents made decisions and when they adopt, it is because they want the child.  Writing to the 
Ephesians, the Apostle Paul said, “Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ . . . 
[Ephesians 1:4, NLT]  2) Calling God “Father” brings an intimacy with Him, a connection whose links are 
chains of love and compassion.  In His Sermon on the Mount and His teaching on prayer, Jesus taught that we are 
to look to our heavenly Father for “our daily bread”. [Matthew 6:11]  Daily bread or  food is the most basic of 
our needs.   Jesus also taught that not only does the Father knows best, but that He knows what we need even 
before we ask; this is a sign of intimacy.  And 3) Calling God “Father” means He will be there for us!  God sent 
His Son as His personal representative to show us the way back home.  Like the prodigal, though, we have 
wandered far away from home, and the loving Father sent the Gentle Shepherd to pick us up, give us robes of 
righteousness, and provide the means of finding a new relationship with Him.  God said, “. . . ‘Never will I leave 
you; never will I forsake you.’” [Hebrews 13:5]  Do not base your  r elationship with the Heavenly Father  on 
your feelings or a troubled relationship with your earthly father, but on what the Word tells you about God.  Find 
out about what it means to know God as Father, and call Him that with joy and gladness. 
                  Learning the unforced rhythms of grace, 

                Pastor Mike 
 

From Our Mailbox 
“I’ve never enjoyed church more that last Sunday (6/7/20)!”—Jewell Kerr  

Happy Father’s Day! 
For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Num%2023.19
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%201.4


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

MariKate Abuhelweh and unborn baby girl (daughter and 
granddaughter of Tom and Donna Walker); Kathy Aceti 
(daughter of Betty Hammill); Mildred Acuff; Ashley 
Atkins and unborn baby boy (daughter-in-law and 
grandson of Susan Edwards); Pam Bogle (friend of 
Amanda Roberts); Dick Booher; Eleanor Bradshaw 
(sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Richard Bridges (cousin 
of Phil Bridges); Shelley Bridges and her sister Brenda 
(friends of Elaine Winter); Cooper Browning (cousin of 
Hannah Haddox and Amanda Roberts); Fred and Joan 
Cline; Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries; Pat Cureton 
(cousin of Jin Gaston); Maxine Curtis; Rue Dougherty; 
Mason Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Grace 
Flory (mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); Brittany Foust; 
Judy Gammon; Jin Gaston; Laura Gaston (daughter-in-law 
of Jin Gaston); John Givens (father of Crissy Collins); 
Hannah Haddox and unborn baby girl; Janice Haley (niece 
of Rose Wilkinson); Alexa Hodge (mother of Gabriella 
Hodge); Gabriella Hodge (god-daughter of Scott and 
Amanda Roberts); Rodney Holloman (friend of Pastor 
Mike); Jane Hubbard (friend of Pastor Mike); mother of 
Peyton Hubbard (friend of Amanda Roberts); Van Kemp 
(relative of Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker 
Susan Edwards); Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Sue 
Anne Lewis (friend of Jewel Stallions); Barbara and Gene 
McCammon; Steve McCurry; Ruth McNabb (mother of 
Tammy Eblen); Shelly Minton (wife of a coworker of 
Amanda Roberts); Alice Montgomery; Amy Beth 
Davidson Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia 
Emory); Pam and Bob Ogden (friends of Fred and Joan 
Cline); Sara Paul (friend of Rose Wilkinson); persecuted 
Christians around the world; Plan of Union between the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America; Homer and Betty Prince 
(friends of Rose Wilkinson); David Rech (father of Justin 
Rech); Christopher Reed (great-nephew of Jin Gaston); 
Bryce Rhodenbaugh (grandson of a friend of Diane 
Fielder); Lori Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Paula 
Rogers (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Michael Schwartz 
(friend of Susan Edwards); Carol Seeman; John Smith 
(coworker of Scott Roberts); John and Donna Snoderly 
(brother and sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John 
Snoderly, Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney 
Snoderly (great-niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions 
(sister-in-law of Jewel Stallions); Margie Thompson 
(sister-in-law of Shelia Emory); those affected by 
coronavirus; the racial strife in our nation and the need for 
justice; Unspoken Requests; Carl Ware (father of Sam 
Ware); Lee Wells (mother of a coworker of Susan 
Edwards); Andrea Wilson (daughter of Harry Sherrod); 
Tom Witmer; Everette Wolfenbarger (friend of Rose 
Wilkinson) 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

Happy Birthday 
June 16th - 22nd 

22nd – Kari Summers 
 

Our Faithfulness for June 14th 
 
 

 
 

Activities for June 16th - 22nd 

Sunday:  10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

All other church activities for the week 

have been canceled until further notice.  

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
Kathy Aceti, daughter  of Betty Hammill, had a second 
operation on her vertebra last week; she is doing well, but 
the recovery time will be long. ~ Brittany Foust, a regular 
visitor, had a nerve block for back pain this week. ~ Judy 
Gammon is out of the hospital and back at Morning 
Pointe of Powell. ~ John Givens, father of Crissy Collins, 
will be having medical tests this week; Crissy will be trav-
eling to Johnson City to take her dad for the tests. ~ Han-
nah and Ryan Haddox now know that they are expect-
ing a baby a girl. ~ Janice Haley, niece of Rose Wilkinson, 
will have a second surgery this week. ~ Steve McCurry 
continues to recover from his recent stroke, but is still hav-
ing considerable trouble with his vision; he is currently 
undergoing vision therapy. 

 

Collection of School Supplies 
We will be collecting school supplies again this Summer 
for the children of Appalachia to be distributed through the 
Coalition of Appalachian Ministry (CAM).  The school 
supplies will be needed whether they are in school or at 
home.  A box will be in the Narthex for these supplies.  
Thank you so much for your participation in this important 
ministry. 
 

Knox County COVOD-19 Update 
According to WATE 6, as of Sunday, June 14th, Knox 
County has had 568 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 55 of 
which have require hospitalization at some point during 
their illness.  Throughout the county, eight patients are 
currently hospitalized with COVID-19 and the number of 
deaths remains at five.  Of the 568 confirmed cases, 458 of 
the patients have fully recovered (72 hours symptom-free).  
This means that there are currently 105 active cases in 
Knox County, up from 95 last week. 

Sunday School……………………………………………………………………..…………….0 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..……………..…53 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………….…..……$7,998.00 

 

Worship Service Videos 
By Wednesday of each week, a video of our previous 
Sunday’s Worship Service will be posted on both our 
website (www.first-cumberland.org) and on YouTube 
(Open the YouTube app on your device and search for 
Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian Church.). 

http://www.first-cumberland.org

