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From last Sunday’s sermon, The Church: Cruise Ship or Battleship?: “. . .You do realize, do you not, 
that there is a big difference between ‘coming to church’ and ‘being the Church’?  When we are the 
Church; that is, the Body of Christ, instead of looking at the church building as the Church, as a place 

where our only concern is getting our needs met, we begin to understand that we gather together, not only to worship 
the living Jesus, but to be empowered to help meet the needs of others.  As the Church, we are called to help those for 
whom Jesus died; we are called to reach out to the lost with the Good News of the Gospel; we are called to feed those 
who hunger, both physically and spiritually; we are called to care for those who are lonely or in pain; we are called, not 
only to openly practice justice, but also to oppose and work against injustice.  When we recognize that we are the 
Church, our ‘cruise ship’ is transformed into a ‘battleship’ and our enemies are all the forces of death, decay, and 
destruction in this world. . . . we have been conditioned to believe that the government or some charity is primarily 
responsible to meet the needs of the hurting, but Jesus called the Church; that is, you and I, to minister to a lost and 
hurting world. With that in mind, I want to challenge us to think of our baptism as our induction into God’s navy as the 
battleship imagery suggests. . . . Those who thought they bought a ticket for a “cruise” when they joined a local 
congregation will not understand what I am saying.  They are waiting for the porter to come fluff their pillow and turn 
their towel into some sort of stuffed animal.  If, per chance, that describes you, then know that I am not the pastor for 
you; my call is not to be a ‘cruise ship Activities Director’, rather, my call is to be the ‘Captain of a battleship’.  For 
those who understand this distinction, I give God praise.  You want this congregation to be a beacon to those in need; 
you want this congregation to make a difference in the lives of those who God places in our path, that is why you serve 
in our various congregational ministries, that is why you give so generously to support our work.  For those who do not 
understand this distinction, I pray that the Holy Spirit will transform your concept of the Church and that you will 
quickly assume your position on this ‘battleship’. . . . What kind of ‘ship’ do we want First Cumberland to be, a ‘cruise 
ship’ or a ‘battleship’?  The answer to this question will affect so much more that how much money we put in the 
offering plate; it will affect how much of ourselves we give to God and His work in and through this congregation. . . . 
“‘. . . upon this rock I will build my church, . . .’” Jesus said, “‘. . . and all the powers of hell will not conquer 
it.’” [Matthew 16:18, NLT] . . .” 
                 Learning the unforced rhythms of grace, 

                 Pastor Mike 

 

Special Guests 
It was great having Aldris Kerr, daughter-in-law of Jewell Kerr; Rev. Jim and Geneva Searcy; and Pamella and Don 
Smiddy, daughter  and son-in-law of Sallie Cox; all worshiping with us last Sunday. 
 

Church Office 
Our Office Manager, Jeannine Rickards, will be on vacation this coming Thursday, June 17th, through next Monday, 
June 21st. 
 

Women of Joy Conference 
Emily DeLozier and Joanna Wilkinson would like to invite all the women of the church and your female friends to the 
Women of Joy Conference, October  8th-10th, in Pigeon Forge.  Cost for the conference is $109.00 per person, or 
$99.00 each for groups of 10 or more IF reserved before July 14th.  After July 14th, the price will increase to $119.00 
per person or $109.00 each for groups of 10 or more.  Cost of lodging will vary depending on preference of two or four 
roommates.  If interested or for more information contact Emily (865-256-5403) or Joanna (205-533-2002). 
 

School Supplies Collection 
We will be collecting school supplies for the Coalition of Appalachian Ministries (CAM) this Summer, through the 
month of August.  There will be a box in the Narthex to put the supplies in.  Thanks for your support in helping the 
children get ready for school.  CAM distributes these supplies in several southeastern states. 

Mask Policy 
In keeping with the current CDC recommendations, if you are an adult and have been fully vaccinated—had the 
necessary shot(s) more than two weeks ago—you are free to not wear a mask while at the church.  Children are also 
free not to wear a mask.  If you are more comfortable wearing a mask while at church, you are free to do so. 

 

Church Website 
Our website (www.first-cumberland.org) includes a secure “Donate” tab.  Donations can now be designated to one of 
four options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; 3) Youth; or 4) Memorial.  There is a small 
transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of covering that fee when making a 
gift to the church. 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org
http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

Pam Bogle (friend of Amanda Roberts); Becky Bonds 
(friend of Dianne Fielder); Dick Booher; Eleanor 
Bradshaw (sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Joan 
Broughton (aunt of Kim Halbert); Cooper Browning 
(cousin of Hannah Haddox and Amanda Roberts); Corey 
Burnette (friend of Amanda Roberts); Fred and Joan 
Cline; Sallie Cox; Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries; 
Jimmie Lynn DeLozier, mother  of Tom DeLozier ; Rue 
Dougherty; Ely Driver (friend of Dianne Fielder); Mason 
Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Charles Farley 
(friend of Rose Wilkinson); Dianne Fielder; Grace Flory 
(mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); Judy Gammon; John 
Givens (father of Crissy Collins); Helen Hayes (cousin of 
Jin Gaston); Rodney Holloman (friend of Pastor Mike); 
Whitley Johnson (friend of Amanda Roberts); Kimberly 
Jones (friend of Amanda Roberts); Joe and Van Kemp 
(relatives of Dianne Fielder); Andrea Knight (friend of 
Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker Susan 
Edwards); Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Barbara 
and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; Ruth McNabb 
(mother of Tammy Eblen); Vickie Miller (friend of Emily 
DeLozier); Alice Montgomery; Amy Beth Davidson 
Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia Emory); 
persecuted Christians around the world; Sara Paul (friend 
of Rose Wilkinson); Plan of Union between the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America; Anna Faye Presley 
(friend of Rose Wilkinson); Family of Homer Prince 
(husband of Betty Prince); Justin Rech; Christopher Reed 
(great-nephew of Jin Gaston); Maggie Rickards (daughter 
of Jeannine Rickards); Lori Roark (sister of Kim 
McCurry); Michael Schwartz (friend of Susan Edwards); 
Carol Seeman; Donna Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty 
Hammill); John Snoderly, Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); 
Sydney Snoderly (great-niece of Betty Hammill); Donna 
Stallions (sister-in-law of Jewel Stallions); Millard and 
Janet Summers (parents of Steve Summers); Margie 
Thompson (sister-in-law of Shelia Emory); the racial strife 
in our nation and the need for justice; those affected by 
coronavirus; Unspoken Requests; Tom Walker; Carl Ware 
(father of Sam Ware); Lee Wells (mother of a co-worker 
of Susan Edwards); Andrea Wilson (daughter of Harry 
Sherrod); Tom Witmer 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

“For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
listen to my cry of supplication. 

In the day of my trouble I call on you, 
for you will answer me.” 

[Psalm 85:5-, NRSV] 

 

Happy Birthday 

June 15th — 21st 

We have no known birthdays this week. 
 

Our Faithfulness for June 13th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 15th— 21st 

Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. Friendship Club 
     6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday:    9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
   10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
   10:45 a.m. Worship Service 
   12:05 p,m. Christian Education Committee 
   12:05 p.m. Missions/Outreach Committee 

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
Ann Bachman will soon be moving to St. Augustine, 
Florida, to be near her family; she will be greatly missed! 
~ Sallie Cox is in Murfreesboro visiting with her daughter 
and family. ~ Dianne Fielder had cataract surgery on Mon-
day, June 14th. ~ John Givens, father  of Cr issy Collins, is 
still undergoing chemotherapy for multiple myeloma. ~ 
Steve McCurry continues to struggle with the lasting 
effects of a stroke. ~ Tom Walker will meet with a surgeon 
soon to set up corrective surgery for a torn meniscus. 
 

Committee Meetings 
Both our Christian Education and Missions and Outreach 
Committees will meet this coming Sunday, June 20th, 
immediately after our Worship Service.  
 

Friendship Club 
The Friendship Club will resume its monthly Dutch-treat 
lunch gatherings this Wednesday, June 16th, at O’ 
Charley’s Restaurant & Bar (8077 Kingston Pike, 
across from Downtown West), at 11:00 a.m.  These social 
gatherings are for anyone who wishes to attend; feel free to 
invite someone to join you. 
 

Friendship Club, P.M. Edition 
The Friendship Club, P.M. Edition will gather for a Dutch-
treat dinner on Thursday, July 1st, at the Olive Garden Ital-
ian Restaurant (7206 Kingston Pike), at 6:30 p.m.  
These social gatherings are for anyone who wishes to at-
tend; feel free to invite someone to join you.  A signup 
sheet is on the bulletin board near the Church Office. 
 

Christian Sympathy 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to the Family 
of Homer Price, who passed away last Wednesday, 
June 9th.  Homer was the husband Betty Prince, who has 
been visiting with us for several months now.  Please keep 
this family in your prayers. 

Sunday School………………….……………………………..…..………..…………..……34 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..…………..……67 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………..…….……$5,001.00 
Memorial Fund………..…………………………….………………..…..…...$25.00 
Building Reimbursements………………………….$800.00 

 


