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Congratulations to Crissy Collins, Dianne Pipkin, and Scott Roberts on being elected and 

installed as the Elder Class of 2023 last Sunday during our annual Congregational Meeting.  

Please keep these elders, as well as the rest of our Session (Ann Bachman, Hannah Haddox, 

and Betty Hammill—Elder Class of 2021—James Paschke, Jewel Stallions, and Steve Summers—Elder 
Class of 2022—and myself), in your prayers.  Our goal each and every time we meet is to conduct the 

business of this congregation in accordance with the will of God.  For this to consistently happen requires the 

regular prayers of our community of faith.  I want to thank the Elder Class of 2020 (Maxine Curtis, Emily 

DeLozier, and Kim Halbert) for  their  faithful service to First Cumber land over  the past three years.  

As has been true my entire seven years here, each elder has earnestly sought the best for this congregation as 
opposed to pursuing his/her personal agenda.  This singular focus has created great unity among Session 

members; this type of unity is vitally important to congregational health.  “To God be the glory!” 

 Given the combination of the ongoing global COVID-19 pandemic and the current political and racial 

unrest in our country, I find much comfort in a quote from A.W. Tozer that I ran across several times 

recently; I pray that it brings you comfort as well.  Tozer wrote, “While it looks like things are out of control 
behind the scenes there is a God who hasn’t surrendered His authority.” [sermonquotes.com]  We would all 

be well advised to keep this in mind, not just in global and national crises, but in our personal calamities as 

well.  I love our country deeply, but I do not find my peace in our system of government, as much as I 

appreciate our democratic republic; nor do I find my peace in our Constitution, as brilliant a human document 
as it is; rather, I find my peace in the authority and sovereignty of God as revealed in Scripture.  Do I fully 

understand God’s authority and sovereignty?  Certainly not, but I trust God completely.  Last Friday, I saw a 

Facebook post of a prayer that I want to adapt for this article; it now goes like this: “Lord, the situation we 

find ourselves in today looks like a dead end, but so did the Red Sea; the challenge before us for tomorrow 

looks too big to conquer, but so did Goliath; it is beginning to look like life as we have known it is over, like 
it is the end of the story, but so did the Cross; whatever today and the future holds, we are laying it at your 

feet, Lord, and reminding our hearts that this is Your story.  Amen.”  When times are uncertain, as they are 

now, there is only one place we can confidently place our trust and that is in Almighty God.  With that in 

mind, I encourage you to meditate on the words of Jeremiah 29:11: “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 

declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” [NIV]  

Do I fully understand God’s plan?  No, but we do not need to fully understand the plan, we simply need to 

trust the God who created the plan.  That is enough for me and I pray that it is enough for you, as well. 

                Learning the unforced rhythms of grace, 

                Pastor Mike 
 

Special Guests 
It was great having Aldris Kerr, daughter-in-law of Jewell Ker, and Abby Stutts, Sam and Karen Ware’s 
granddaughter worshiping with us again last Sunday. 
 

Church Website 
Our website (www.first-cumberland.org) includes a secure “Donate” tab.  Donations can be designated to one 
of three options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; or 3) Youth.  There is a small 

transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of covering that fee when 

making a gift to the church. 

 
 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org
http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

Mildred Acuff; Mike Bachman; Pam Bogle (friend of 
Amanda Roberts); Becky Bonds (friend of Dianne 
Fielder); Dick Booher; Eleanor Bradshaw (sister-in-law of 
Dianne Fielder); Faye Bridges (mother of Phil Bridges); 
Richard Bridges and Family (cousin of Phil Bridges); 
Shelley Bridges and her sister Brenda (friends of Elaine 
Winter); Cooper Browning (cousin of Hannah Haddox and 
Amanda Roberts); Corey Burnette (friend of Amanda 
Roberts); Fred and Joan Cline; Cumberland Presbyterian 
missionaries; Rue Dougherty; Ely Driver (friend of Dianne 
Fielder); Susan Edwards; Tom Evans (step-grandfather of 
Logan Collins); Mason Fannin (great-nephew of Judy 
Gwilliams); Grace Flory (mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); 
Judy Gammon; Ed Gaston (son of Jin Gaston); John 
Givens (father of Crissy Collins); Gene Goins (neighbor of 
Elaine Winter); Betty Hammill; William Harbison (friend 
of Harry Sherrod); Kristi Hawn and unborn baby girl; 
Helen Hayes (cousin of Jin Gaston); Rodney Holloman 
(friend of Pastor Mike); Wanda Holmes (friend of Harry 
Sherrod); Nancy Holstead (friend of Harry Sherrod); 
Melodie Johnson (friend of Emily DeLozier); Whitley 
Johnson (friend of Amanda Roberts); Kimberly Jones 
(friend of Amanda Roberts); Aden Kitchens (great-
nephew of Phil and Bonnie Bridges); Joe and Van Kemp 
(relatives of Dianne Fielder); Andrea Knight (friend of 
Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker Susan 
Edwards); Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Barbara 
and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; Lauren 
McDonnell and unborn baby; Ruth McNabb (mother of 
Tammy Eblen); Vickie Miller (friend of Emily DeLozier); 
Alice Montgomery; Mary Montgomery (cousin of Alice 
Montgomery); Amy Beth Davidson Morgan; Jackie 
Morris (cousin of Shelia Emory); persecuted Christians 
around the world; Plan of Union between the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in America; Anna Faye Presley (friend of Rose 
Wilkinson); Homer Prince (husband of Betty Prince); 
Christopher Reed (great-nephew of Jin Gaston); Bryce 
Rhodenbaugh (grandson of a friend of Dianne Fielder); 
Lori Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Michael Schwartz 
(friend of Susan Edwards); Carol Seeman; Donna 
Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John Snoderly, 
Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney Snoderly (great-
niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions (sister-in-law of 
Jewel Stallions); Millard and Janet Summers (parents of 
Steve Summers); Margie Thompson (sister-in-law of 
Shelia Emory); Mary Jo Turner (friend of Pastor Mike); 
the racial strife in our nation and the need for justice; those 
affected by coronavirus; Unspoken Requests; Carl Ware 
(father of Sam Ware); Lee Wells (mother of a coworker of 
Susan Edwards); Andrea Wilson (daughter of Harry 
Sherrod); Tom Witmer 
 

 

Happy Birthday 
January 9th - 18th 

9th – Brittany Foust 
14th – Leigh Ann Summers 

16th – Betty Hammill 
17th – Alice Montgomery 

 

Our Faithfulness for January 10th 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 12th - 18th 

Sunday:  10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
Mike Bachman went to the Emergency Room Monday 
morning, January 11th, for possible congestive heart failure 
and dehydration. ~ Susan Edwards has bronchitis. ~ 
Tom Evans, step-grandfather of Logan Collins, is hospi-
talized with COVID-19. ~ John Givens, father of Crissy 
Collins, is still undergoing chemotherapy for multiple my-
eloma. ~ Betty Hammill had her  cast removed from her  
wrist; she is now in a removable brace. ~ Kristi Hawn is 
now in self-quarantine awaiting induction of labor this 
Thursday, January 14th. ~ Steve McCurry continues to 
struggle in his recovery from a stroke. ~ Alice Montgom-
ery remains at NHC Healthcare, Knoxville for  physical 
rehab. 
 

Knox County COVOD-19 Update 
According to the Knox County Health Department, as of 
Sunday, January 10th, Knox County has had 33,445 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19, 929 of which have required 
hospitalization at some point during their illness.  
Throughout the county, 170 patients are currently hospital-
ized with COVID-19 and the total number of deaths has 
now increased to 370.  Of the 33,445 confirmed cases, 
32,148 of the patients have fully recovered.  There are cur-
rently 5,262 active cases in Knox County, up from 4,663 
last week.  The 5,262 active cases reported include 4,335 
probable cases, leaving 927 confirmed actives cases; this 
number is down slightly from last week.  As always, this 
information is given to help you best determine whether it 
is best for you to venture out to church or elsewhere or to 
stay at home. 
 

*********************************************** 

Prayer Concerns List Updates 

Many names have been on our Prayer Concerns List for an 
extended period of time, so please keep the Church Office 
informed of any needed changes that need to be made. 

Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..……………..…58 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………….…..……$4,078.00 
Music Fund…………………………………………………………..….….……….. $50.00 
Building Reimbursement……………………………..$800.00 

 

Worship Service Videos 
Typically, by Wednesday evening of each week, a video 
of our previous Sunday’s Worship Service will be posted 
on our website (www.first-cumberland.org), on Facebook, 
and on YouTube. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org

