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From last Sunday’s sermon:  “In the 2002 movie, ‘Panic Room’, Jodi Foster played a recently 
divorced woman who was pleased to find a brownstone apartment in New York City for her and 
her daughter.  It was to be a place from which they would begin life anew, but their joy turned to 

terror when three thugs broke into their new home.  The intruders were seeking millions of dollars hidden there 
by the former owner.  To escape, the woman and her daughter retreated to the home’s one unique feature, a self
-contained, concrete room.  This ‘panic room’, as it was called, featured an impenetrable solid steel door, video 
monitors, and a loudspeaker system.  Their intention was simple: They would hunker down in safety until the 
robbers went away.  There is much more to the story, but what I want us to see is that what the woman and her 
daughter did is pretty much what Jesus’ disciples did following His crucifixion.  Fearing the same religious 
thugs that had arrested, convicted, and executed Jesus, they retreated to their own ‘panic room’, to the safety of 
an upper room in a home where they could close and bar the door.” 
 “In the initial post-resurrection meeting with His disciples, Jesus said, ‘. . . “. . . As the Father has sent me, 
so I am sending you.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”’ [John 20:21-22, NLT]  
After seeing the risen Jesus, why did the disciples need the Holy Spirit?  Because in just a matter of a few short 
weeks, forty days to be exact, Jesus would no longer be with them physically to offer reassurance by showing 
them His hands and side and without the Holy Spirit, they would not make it and that is true for us, as well.  
Every year, just as we did last week, we have a grand celebration of Jesus’ resurrection and yet we often live 
such timid tentative lives.  Undoubtedly, we need to continually pray that the Holy Spirit will be as real to us as 
He was to the disciples gathered in the ‘panic room’ that day.  As a result of receiving the Holy Spirit, those 
eleven disciples went from being fearful to being some of the most daring people to have ever walked on this 
earth; nothing could stop them.  Their terror turned in to trust, their fear was replaced by faith as they left the 
‘panic room’ to plant the Gospel in every corner of our world; that is why more than one billion people on this 
planet today call the living Jesus Lord.” 
 “The question I have for us this morning is this: ‘What could you and I do if we truly believed that Jesus is 
alive?’  Could we make a difference in our world, in our community, in the life of someone who needs help?  
Could we be more loving, more daring, more dramatic in how we carry the cross of Christ?  Bette Midler sang 
a song a few years ago that went like this: ‘It’s the heart afraid of breaking that never learns to dance.  It’s the 
dream afraid of waking that never takes a chance.  It’s the one who won’t be taken who cannot seem to give.  
And the soul afraid of dying that never learns to live.’ [“The Rose”]  Are you hiding in your own spiritual 
‘panic room’?  The living Jesus can come to us in any room and give us both His peace and the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Do not let any more of life pass you by.  Jesus is alive!, so there is nothing in heaven or on earth 
that we ever need to fear again.” 
                Learning the unforced rhythms of grace, 

                Pastor Mike 

 

Special Guests 
It was great having Melissa Ware, daughter of Sam and Karen Ware worshiping with us last Sunday. 
 

West Knox FISH Food Pantry 
I want to thank the baggers who came last Saturday to fill 75 bags: Joanna Wilkinson and Gracie and Sky; Tom 
and Donna Walker; Mary and Doug Wegman; Danny and Tammy Eblen and Brooklyn and Audrey 
Shelley; Bill, Kim, and Robin Halbert; Andy Holloway; Emily DeLozier; and Tracy Van de Vate.  A 
special thanks to Tom and Donna Walker who took care of the cardboard.  We have finished our  bagging 
duties for the month of April.  Our partner church, Church of the Savior, will man the last two weekends in 
April.  I will have the final statistics for you at the end of the month.—Betty Hammill 
 

Bridal Shower 
All the ladies of the church are invited to a Bridal Shower honoring Miss Kari Summers on Sunday, April 25th, 
at 2:00 p.m., in the Keene Room.  Masks are required and social distancing will be observed.  Kari is registered 
at Bed, Bath and Beyond. 
 

Church Website 
Our website (www.first-cumberland.org) includes a secure “Donate” tab.  Donations can now be designated to 
one of four options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; 3) Youth; or 4) Memorial.  There is a 
small transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of covering that fee 
when making a gift to the church. 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org
http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

Pam Bogle (friend of Amanda Roberts); Becky Bonds 
(friend of Dianne Fielder); Dick Booher; Eleanor 
Bradshaw (sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Cooper 
Browning (cousin of Hannah Haddox and Amanda 
Roberts); Corey Burnette (friend of Amanda Roberts); 
Larry Burns (friend of Tom DeLozier); Fred and Joan 
Cline; Sallie Cox; Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries; 
Rue Dougherty; Ely Driver (friend of Dianne Fielder); 
Mason Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Charles 
Farley (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Grace Flory (mother-
in-law of Tom Witmer); Judy Gammon; Ed Gaston (son of 
Jin Gaston); John Givens (father of Crissy Collins); Helen 
Hayes (cousin of Jin Gaston); Rodney Holloman (friend of 
Pastor Mike); Melodie Johnson (friend of Emily 
DeLozier); Whitley Johnson (friend of Amanda Roberts); 
Kimberly Jones (friend of Amanda Roberts);  Joe and Van 
Kemp (relatives of Dianne Fielder); Andrea Knight (friend 
of Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker Susan 
Edwards); Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Barbara 
and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; Lauren 
McDonnell and unborn baby boy (Ethan); Ruth McNabb 
(mother of Tammy Eblen); Vickie Miller (friend of Emily 
DeLozier); Alice Montgomery; Amy Beth Davidson 
Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia Emory); 
persecuted Christians around the world; Plan of Union 
between the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America; Anna Faye 
Presley (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Homer Prince 
(husband of Betty Prince); David Rakes (father of Taylor 
Rakes); Christopher Reed (great-nephew of Jin Gaston); 
Lori Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Michael Schwartz 
(friend of Susan Edwards); Carol Seeman; Donna 
Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John Snoderly, 
Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney Snoderly (great-
niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions (sister-in-law of 
Jewel Stallions); Millard and Janet Summers (parents of 
Steve Summers); Margie Thompson (sister-in-law of 
Shelia Emory); the racial strife in our nation and the need 
for justice; those affected by coronavirus; Unspoken 
Requests; Carl Ware (father of Sam Ware); Lee Wells 
(mother of a co-worker of Susan Edwards); Andrea 
Wilson (daughter of Harry Sherrod); Tom Witmer 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

“I call upon you, O Lord; come quickly to me; give ear 
to my voice when I call to you.  Let my prayer be counted 
as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as 
an evening sacrifice.” [Psalm 141:1-2, NRSV] 

 

Happy Birthday 
April 13th — 19th 

We have no known birthdays this week. 
 

Our Faithfulness for April 11th 

 
 
 
 

April 13th — 19th 

Sunday:    9:30 a.m.  Choir Practice 
   10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
Sallie Cox is almost over her bout with laryngitis, but is 
struggling to walk due to a leg/hip issue; the good news is 
that a recent ultrasound showed no blood clots; she has an 
appointment with an orthopedic doctor on April 22nd. ~ A 
special thank you to Tom DeLozier for leading the congre-
gational singing last Sunday in Karen Ware’s absence; un-
fortunately, Karen was sick, on her birthday, no less. ~   
John Givens, father  of Cr issy Collins, is still undergo-
ing chemotherapy for multiple myeloma and is doing 
okay. ~ Steve McCurry continues to struggle with the 
effects of a stroke. ~ Doug Wegman joined our Choir 
when we resumed singing a couple of weeks ago; wel-
come! ~ Tom Witmer will have surgery to remove spurs 
from his spine on April 26th. 
 

Knox County COVOD-19 Update 
According to the Knox County Health Department, as of 
Friday, April 9th, Knox County has had 42,014 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19, 1,353 of which have required hospi-
talization at some point during their illness.  There are cur-
rently 866 active cases.  Throughout the county, 35 pa-
tients are currently hospitalized with COVID-19 and the 
total number of deaths has now increased to 620.  Though 
the pandemic is not over, the trend in recent weeks contin-
ues to be encouraging.  As always, this information is giv-
en to help you best determine whether it is best for you to 
venture out to church or elsewhere or to stay at home. 

Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..…………..……60 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………….…..……$3,380.40 
Building Reimbursement……………………….$2,475.00 

 

Worship Service Videos 
Typically, by Thursday morning of each week, a video of 
our previous Sunday’s Worship Service will be posted on 
our website (www.first-cumberland.org), on Facebook, 
and on YouTube. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org

