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Congratulations to Cody Hawn upon receiving the Sacrament of Baptism this past Sunday following 
his Profession of Faith.  After his baptism, Cody officially joined First Cumberland.  Welcome!  Cody 
has been faithfully attending and supporting First Cumberland since he and Kristi married three-and-a

-half years ago.  As you probably recall, just three weeks ago, on Easter Sunday, Cody and Kristi had their infant 
daughter, Kayleigh, baptized. 
 At its meeting last Sunday evening, our Session set the date for resuming our Christian Education program: All 
our Sunday School classes will resume on Sunday, June 6

th
.  Like when we resumed our worship services last 

June, our Session wants those in attendance to be comfortable attending Sunday School; to this end, note two 
things: 1) for the time being, at least, masks are required; and 2) two adult classes will meet in different, larger 
rooms than in the past.  Betty Hammill’s class will meet in Room 26 (Steve Summer’s normal classroom) and Steve 
Summer’s class will meet in our Chapel.  Children and youth classes will meet in their normal rooms.  Our Nursery 
will be open during Sunday School.  Since we have not meet in more than a year, I will remind you that Sunday 
School begins at 9:30 a.m.  The resuming of Sunday School, even under the remaining, though diminishing, threat 
of the Coronavirus, provides an opportunity for those who were not attending Sunday School before the pandemic 
struck to begin to do so.  Sunday School classes form the small groups necessary to hold a congregation together.  
Although we have weathered the last year amazingly well, we all need the connectivity of the classroom where our 
faith in Christ can be fully realized.  One last thing on this matter, obviously, the resumption of Sunday School will 
result in Choir Practice returning to Wednesday nights beginning on June 9th. 
 Also at its meeting last Sunday evening, our Session approved both the Friendship Club and the Friendship 
Club, P.M. Edition resuming their gatherings in June.  The fir st regather ing of the Fr iendship Club, P.M. 
Edition will be Thursday evening, June 1st, at 6:30 p.m., and the first regathering of the Friendship Club will be 
Wednesday morning, June 16th, at 11:00 a.m.  I have yet to pick the location of either of these activities, so if you 
have a restaurant in mind let me know.  If you are not yet comfortable with dining in a restaurant, you can join us in 
a future outing. 
 From last Sunday’s sermon based on John 21:1-14: “Even if we have had absolutely no success in our 
evangelism efforts in the past, if we are now willing to cast our nets were Jesus commands us, He will fill our nets.  
Our job is to cast, Jesus’ role is to fill.  I have mentioned what I think our future as a congregation holds twice over 
the last three weeks and I did so because I believe Jesus is in the process of filling our nets right now.  With that in 
mind, I ask each of us to get up from our breakfast at the beach; that is, leave this Sanctuary and cast our nets into 
the community that surrounds us: family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, classmates, brand new acquaintances.  
Even if your boat has floated over that fishing spot many times before, cast your net yet again and trust Jesus to fill 
it. To rephrase James 4:2, “We have not because we cast not.” 
                 Learning the unforced rhythms of grace,

                  Pastor Mike 

 

Special Guests 
It was great having John and Aldris Kerr, son and daughter-in-law of Jewell Kerr, and Pamella Smiddy, daughter  
of Sallie Cox, worshiping with us last Sunday. 
 

Paint Day 
Our Building and Grounds Committee is asking for volunteers to participate in a second Paint Day this coming 
Saturday, May 1st, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  The purpose of this Paint Day is to finish painting our main floor 
restrooms.  Great things were accomplished on the first Paint Day, but time ran out before the task was completed.  
Please bring your own paint brushes, roller handles, and roller trays.  Contact Tom DeLozier for additional 
information. 
 

West Knox FISH Food Pantry 
Our partner church, Church of the Savior, bagged groceries the last two Saturdays in April.  I want to thank 
Bonnie Bridges for  picking up bread from the Fish Hospitality Pantry in Nor th Knoxville when needed 
throughout the month.  I will have the final statistics for you soon.  Thank you to all who have contributed to this 
ministry, in one way or another.—Betty Hammill 
 

Church Website 
Our website (www.first-cumberland.org) includes a secure “Donate” tab.  Donations can now be designated to one 
of four options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; 3) Youth; or 4) Memorial.  There is a small 
transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of covering that fee when making 
a gift to the church. 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org
http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

Pam Bogle (friend of Amanda Roberts); Becky Bonds 
(friend of Dianne Fielder); Dick Booher; Eleanor 
Bradshaw (sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Cooper 
Browning (cousin of Hannah Haddox and Amanda 
Roberts); Corey Burnette (friend of Amanda Roberts); 
Larry Burns (friend of Tom DeLozier); Fred and Joan 
Cline; Sallie Cox; Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries; 
Rue Dougherty; Ely Driver (friend of Dianne Fielder); 
Mason Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Charles 
Farley (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Grace Flory (mother-
in-law of Tom Witmer); Judy Gammon; Ed Gaston (son of 
Jin Gaston); John Givens (father of Crissy Collins); Helen 
Hayes (cousin of Jin Gaston); Rodney Holloman (friend of 
Pastor Mike); Melodie Johnson (friend of Emily 
DeLozier); Whitley Johnson (friend of Amanda Roberts); 
Kimberly Jones (friend of Amanda Roberts);  Joe and Van 
Kemp (relatives of Dianne Fielder); Andrea Knight (friend 
of Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker Susan 
Edwards); Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Barbara 
and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; Lauren 
McDonnell and unborn baby boy (Ethan); Ruth McNabb 
(mother of Tammy Eblen); Vickie Miller (friend of Emily 
DeLozier); Alice Montgomery; Amy Beth Davidson 
Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia Emory); 
persecuted Christians around the world; Plan of Union 
between the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America; Anna Faye 
Presley (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Homer Prince 
(husband of Betty Prince); David Rakes (father of Taylor 
Rakes); Christopher Reed (great-nephew of Jin Gaston); 
Lori Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Michael Schwartz 
(friend of Susan Edwards); Carol Seeman; Donna 
Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John Snoderly, 
Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney Snoderly (great-
niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions (sister-in-law of 
Jewel Stallions); Millard and Janet Summers (parents of 
Steve Summers); Margie Thompson (sister-in-law of 
Shelia Emory); the racial strife in our nation and the need 
for justice; those affected by coronavirus; Unspoken 
Requests; Carl Ware (father of Sam Ware); Lee Wells 
(mother of a co-worker of Susan Edwards); Andrea 
Wilson (daughter of Harry Sherrod); Tom Witmer; 
Everette Wolfenbarger (friend of Rose Wilkinson) 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

“Listen closely to my prayer, O Lord; 
hear my urgent cry.” 

[Psalm 86:6, NLT] 

 

Happy Birthday 

April 27th — May 3rd 

29th – Jin Gaston 

29th – Barbara McCammon 

2nd – Ann Bachman 

2nd – Amanda Roberts 
 

Our Faithfulness for April 25th 

 
 
 
 

April 27th — May 3rd 

Saturday:   9:00 a.m.  Paint Day 
Sunday:    9:30 a.m.  Choir Practice 
   10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
According to the orthopedic doctor, Sallie Cox has no 
breaks or cracks in a bone causing her leg pain; she will 
have CT Scan on her knee on May 11th looking for the 
source of her pain. ~ John Givens, father of Crissy Collins, 
is still undergoing chemotherapy for multiple myeloma 
and is doing okay. ~ Steve McCurry continues to strug-
gle with the effects of a stroke. ~ Andrea Wilson, daughter 
of Harry Sherrod, received good news from her explorato-
ry surgery last week: no cancer was found.  PTL!  Unfortu-
nately, they still do not know the source of her issue. ~ 
Tom Witmer had surgery to remove spurs from his 
spine on Monday, April 26th; the surgery was not finished 
at the time of this newsletter being printed. 
 

Knox County COVOD-19 Update 
According to the Knox County Health Department, as of 
Monday, April 26th, Knox County has had 42,933 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19, 1,382 of which have required 
hospitalization at some point during their illness.  There 
are currently 701 active cases.  Throughout the county, 42 
patients are currently hospitalized with COVID-19 and the 
total number of deaths has now increased to 627.  Though 
the pandemic is not over, the downward trend in new cases 
in recent weeks continues to be encouraging.  As always, 
this information is given to help you best determine wheth-
er it is best for you to venture out to church or elsewhere 
or to stay at home.  Unless there is a major uptick in 
COVID-19 cases in our area, this will be the last update 
provided in our newsletter. 

Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..…………..……64 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………….…..……$4,595.00 
Music Fund……………………………………………………………………….$150.00 

 

Worship Service Videos 
Typically, by Thursday morning of each week, a video of 
our previous Sunday’s Worship Service will be posted on 
our website (www.first-cumberland.org), on Facebook, 
and on YouTube. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org

