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I want to share a few excerpts from last Sunday’s sermon, “The Fatherhood of God”, based on Luke 
15:11-32; we commonly know this passage as The Parable of the Prodigal Son, though as I suggested in 
my message, perhaps a more fitting name would be “The Parable of the Forgiving Father and the 

Begrudging Son”.  This sermon, in its entirety, is now posted on my Facebook page. 
 “This parable reveals that the fatherhood of God compels Him to defy social norms.  As I talked about last week, 
God cannot deny Himself, but that does not mean that He is bound by human expectations.  When Jesus told this 
parable, it was scandalous and offensive to its original hearers, particularly the Pharisees, because God did not act in 
accordance to their long held beliefs and assumptions.  Without diminishing His majesty, sovereignty, or holiness in 
the least bit, Jesus taught that God the Father is patiently waiting for His lost children, ready to come running to 
embrace us when we decide to return home, even when we smell like a pig pen.  The Apostle Paul echoed this thought, 
in Romans 5:8, when he wrote that “. . . God clearly shows and proves His own love for us, by the fact that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” [AMP]  This may sound odd at first hearing, but the fatherhood of God is 
demonstrated in the fact that He willingly scandalized Himself for His children; you see, in the First Century world, to 
die on the cross was both scandalous and shameful, but that is what Christ did for us.  Here is something else that was 
scandalous: the King of kings and Lord of Lords, the Creator of all that is, willingly stoops to serve fallen, sinful 
humanity.  In Mark 10:45, Jesus said of Himself, “‘. . . the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, . . 
.’” [NRSV]  The fatherhood of God is demonstrated in serving those He loves.” 
 “Commenting on our text for today, in his book, ‘Home Tonight’, Henri Nouwen wrote: ‘The prodigal son story is 
an amazing image of how God patiently waits to be in communion with us.  Even if we leave home for a while, Love 
waits for our return.  We may condemn ourselves, . . . [but] the One who loves us [is not] saying, “Away from me, I do 
not love you anymore.  You are a bad person.  You’re going to Hell.”  No!  That response is against the very nature of 
the eternal Lover that Jesus invites us to know.’  Nouwen was not writing about universal salvation proclaiming that 
God would never allow anyone to go to hell; rather, he was writing about the Preservation of Believers, about how the 
fatherhood of God will not allow Him to give up on or abandon His children.  For me at least, that is both a comforting 
thought and something to which I, as a father, aspire.” 
 “In the words of the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith: ‘As a consequence of temptation and the 
neglect of the means of grace, believers sin, incur God’s displeasure, and deprive themselves of some of the graces and 
comforts promised them.  But believers will never rest satisfied until they confess their sin and are renewed in their 
consecration to God.’ [4.26]  God’s love for us is real and unchanged despite our unwise choices, so if we have left 
home, we can come back to Him.  The fatherhood of God, encapsulated in our text for today, assures us that God loves 
the prodigal, embraces the broken, cares for the hurting, and desires to lead us out of our brokenness, out of our 
personal pigpens, into His glorious, scandalous, celebrative love.  Dads and moms alike, this is an unbelievably high 
standard set for us, but it is God’s call on our lives, nonetheless; so if your wayward child comes home, embrace your 
prodigal with a big hug and throw the biggest party you have ever hosted.  In the meantime, send the message loud and 
clear that your child can come home again and then run to meet your child while he or she is still on the way.  If by 
chance you are the prodigal, now is the time to begin the journey home; God is looking for and waiting on you, and my 
guess is that your parents are, as well.” 
                     Learning the unforced rhythms of grace,  
                Pastor Mike 
 

Special Guests 
It was great having Mary Beth, David, and Hannah Fine, daughter , son-in-law, and granddaughter of David and 
Judy Aiken, and Megan Oldenburger, girlfriend of the Aiken’s grandson; Amy, Brooks, and Cooper Pritchard, 
daughter and grandsons of Larry and Dianne Fielder, all worshiping with us last Sunday. 
 

A Prayer for Racial Healing 
God of justice, in your wisdom you created all people in your image, without exception.  Through your goodness, open 
our eyes to see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every human being.  Open our minds to understand that all your 
children are brothers and sisters in the same human family.  Open our hearts to repent of racist attitudes, behaviors, and 
speech which demeans others.  Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals for change.  Strengthen our resolve to make amends for past injustices and to right the wrongs of 
history.  And fill us with courage that we might seek to heal wounds, build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and 
establish peace and equality for all in our communities.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. — from Catholic Charities USA 
 

Resurrection Presbyterian Church 
Resurrection Presbyterian Church will resume holding worship services in our Gym this coming Sunday, June 28th, at 
9:30 a.m.  Also, a special thank you to Resurrection Presbyterian Church for trimming the hedges in the back of the 
church, for sprucing up our courtyard, and for mulching both areas. 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

MariKate Abuhelweh and unborn baby girl (daughter and 
granddaughter of Tom and Donna Walker); Kathy Aceti 
(daughter of Betty Hammill); Mildred Acuff; Ashley 
Atkins and unborn baby boy (daughter-in-law and 
grandson of Susan Edwards); Pam Bogle (friend of 
Amanda Roberts); Dick Booher; Eleanor Bradshaw 
(sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Richard Bridges (cousin 
of Phil Bridges); Shelley Bridges and her sister Brenda 
(friends of Elaine Winter); Cooper Browning (cousin of 
Hannah Haddox and Amanda Roberts); Fred and Joan 
Cline; Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries; Pat Cureton 
(cousin of Jin Gaston); Maxine Curtis; Rue Dougherty; 
Mason Fannin (great-nephew of Judy Gwilliams); Grace 
Flory (mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); Brittany Foust; 
Judy Gammon; Jin Gaston; Laura Gaston (daughter-in-law 
of Jin Gaston); John Givens (father of Crissy Collins); 
Hannah Haddox and unborn baby girl; Janice Haley (niece 
of Rose Wilkinson); Family of Michelle Hinds (mother-in-
law of Amy Pritchard); Alexa Hodge (mother of Gabriella 
Hodge); Rodney Holloman (friend of Pastor Mike); Jane 
Hubbard (friend of Pastor Mike); mother of Peyton 
Hubbard (friend of Amanda Roberts); Van Kemp (relative 
of Dianne Fielder); Ashleigh Lane (co-worker Susan 
Edwards); Bob Lawson (friend of Pastor Mike); Sue Anne 
Lewis (friend of Jewel Stallions); Barbara and Gene 
McCammon; Steve McCurry; Ruth McNabb (mother of 
Tammy Eblen); Shelly Minton (wife of a coworker of 
Amanda Roberts); Alice Montgomery; Amy Beth 
Davidson Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia 
Emory); Pam and Bob Ogden (friends of Fred and Joan 
Cline); Sara Paul (friend of Rose Wilkinson); persecuted 
Christians around the world; Plan of Union between the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in America; Homer and Betty Prince 
(friends of Rose Wilkinson); David Rech (father of Justin 
Rech); Christopher Reed (great-nephew of Jin Gaston); 
Bryce Rhodenbaugh (grandson of a friend of Diane 
Fielder); Lori Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Paula 
Rogers (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Michael Schwartz 
(friend of Susan Edwards); Carol Seeman; John Smith 
(coworker of Scott Roberts); Terrie Smith (friend of 
Debbie Neal); John and Donna Snoderly (brother and 
sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John Snoderly, Jr. 
(nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney Snoderly (great-niece 
of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions (sister-in-law of Jewel 
Stallions); Margie Thompson (sister-in-law of Shelia 
Emory); those affected by coronavirus; the racial strife in 
our nation and the need for justice; Unspoken Requests; 
Carl Ware (father of Sam Ware); Lee Wells (mother of a 
coworker of Susan Edwards); Andrea Wilson (daughter of 
Harry Sherrod); Tom Witmer; Everette Wolfenbarger 
(friend of Rose Wilkinson) 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

Happy Birthday 
June 23rd - 29th 

23rd – Rebecca Prenshaw 
27th – Ryan Haddox 

 

Our Faithfulness for June 21st 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Activities for June 23rd - 29th 

Sunday:  10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

All other church activities for the week 

have been canceled until further notice.  

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
John Givens, father  of Cr issy Collins, is awaiting the 
results of the medical tests he underwent last week. ~ Ste-
ve McCurry continues to recover  from his recent 
stroke, but is still having considerable trouble with his vi-
sion; he is currently undergoing vision therapy. 
 

Collection of School Supplies 
We will be collecting school supplies again this Summer 
for the children of Appalachia to be distributed through the 
Coalition of Appalachian Ministry (CAM).  The school 
supplies will be needed whether they are in school or at 
home.  A box will be in the Narthex for these supplies.  
Thank you so much for your participation in this important 
ministry. 
 

Knox County COVOD-19 Update 
According to WATE 6, as of Sunday, June 21st, Knox 
County has had 656 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 58 of 
which have require hospitalization at some point during 
their illness.  Throughout the county, four patients are cur-
rently hospitalized with COVID-19 and the total number 
of deaths remains at five.  Of the 656 confirmed cases, 537 
of the patients have fully recovered (72 hours symptom-
free).  This means that there are currently 114 active cases 
in Knox County, up from 105 last week. 
 

Christian Sympathy 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is expressed to the Family 
of Michelle Hinds, mother -in-law of Amy Pritchard 
(daughter of Larry and Dianne Fielder), who passed way 
last week.  Please keep this family in your prayers. 

Sunday School……………………………………………………………………..…………….0 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..……………..…68 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..………….…..……$4,385.00 
Music Fund………..…………….………….………………..………….…..……$150.00 
Kroger Community Rewards…….……..…..……$73.68 

 

Worship Service Videos 
By Wednesday of each week, a video of our previous 
Sunday’s Worship Service will be posted on both our 
website (www.first-cumberland.org) and on YouTube 
(Open the YouTube app on your device and search for 
Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian Church.). 

http://www.first-cumberland.org

